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To:   Sevenoaks Joint Transportation Board  

By: KCC Highways, Transportation & Waste 

Date: 13th September 2022 

Subject:  Results of the public consultation for a speed limit 
reduction on Childsbridge Lane, Seal 

Classification: For decision 

 

Summary: This report gives details of a proposed speed limit reduction at 
Childsbridge Lane, Seal and the results of the public consultation.  
 

 
Introduction and Background 
 
A request was made to Kent County Council by Seal Parish Council via their 
Highway Improvement Plan to reduce the existing national speed limit section 
of Childsbridge Lane to 40 mph. The existing national speed limit section is 
bounded on both sides by 30 mph speed limits and sits between the villages 
of Seal and Kemsing. Concerns were raised by Seal Parish Council that 
drivers are not slowing down sufficiently on the approach to Seal and are 
carrying excess speed as they enter the village. There is also a railway bridge 
just inside the 30 mph gateway into Seal. This bridge is crossed by 
pedestrians but there is no footway available. Concerns were raised that 
vehicles were travelling too fast and too close to pedestrians as they cross the 
bridge. 
 
The proposal for a reduced speed limit has the support of County Councillor 
Roger Gough. A consultation was held for the proposed speed limit reduction 
and closed on 2nd May. Feedback from the consultation indicated that there 
were significant objections to the proposal. 
 
The Proposal 
 
The proposal is to reduce the existing national speed limit section of 
Childsbridge Lane between Seal and Kemsing to 40 mph. This is currently the 
only national speed limit section of Childsbridge Lane and the results of traffic 
surveys indicate that vehicles are carrying some excess speed as they enter 
Seal village. It is anticipated that a lower speed limit will help act as a buffer 
zone between the parishes of Seal and Kemsing by encouraging lower 
speeds at the entry points to the two villages. Speed surveys were undertaken 
on the national speed limit section of Childsbridge Lane, and the data 
supported the introduction of a lower speed limit.  
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Consultation   
 
The proposals at Childsbridge Lane were consulted on alongside another 
proposal to reduce the existing 40 mph section of A25 Seal Road to 30 mph, 
along with Ash Platt Road and Highlands Park. A copy of the traffic regulation 
order deposit document can be found in Appendix A. 
 
The consultation closed at midday on 2nd May. Overall, the two proposals 
received 33 responses of which 19 were in support, 1 was a comment from 
Kent Police and 13 were objections. Of the objections, 7 made specific 
reference to Childsbridge Lane, the remaining 6 were general in nature and 
could be applied to either location. The proposals for the A25 Seal Road and 
adjoining roads compliment a larger scheme to introduce a 20 mph speed 
limit on a number of roads in Sevenoaks Town. The designs for this proposal 
are due to be consulted on in the near future. Therefore, the A25 Seal Road 
element of this consultation will be bought to a future JTB for a decision. This 
report is solely regarding Childsbridge Lane. 
 
The objectors to the proposals were contacted on 20th May with more 
information about the proposed scheme and were given seven days to advise 
if they wished to remove their objection. If no response was received, we 
would assume that their objection still stood. We received four responses, 
none of the objectors wished to remove their objections. The comments 
received from the consultation are summarised in the table below. Please 
note that where a comment referred to A25 Seal Road only it has been 
removed from the list, where comments are more ambiguous these have 
been left in.  
 
Respondent Support / Object Comments 
Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that there is no need to do this as 
the current speed limit is fine. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that there is no evidence to 
suggest that this is a worthwhile 
change; it appears to be completely 
subjective, and an opinion. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Believes that the reasons given for the 
change are spurious and of no 
substance and it will do as much good 
to leave the limits as they are. Feels that 
there will be no improvement to road 
safety and that the proposals are an 
irresponsible waste of public funds. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Does not see any reason for the change 

Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that reducing the speed limit on 
Childsbridge Lane to 40 will make the 
road more dangerous as people will 
overtake those doing 30 (to be 
comfortably within the limit), drastically 
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increasing the likelihood of accidents. 
Suggests that the speed limit along 
Childsbridge Lane should be reduced to 
50mph instead. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that changing the speed limit will 
not alter the fact that the danger spot is 
the bridge. It’s already 30 before the 
bridge so speed isn’t the problem. Feels 
that proposals are being used to avoid 
the fact that a pedestrian bridge needs 
to be placed besides the railway bridge. 
Believes that changing the speed limit 
will make Childsbridge Lane more 
dangerous as people will be more likely 
to overtake  

Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that these schemes are a waste 
of time and money unless you ensure 
that they are correctly policed 

Member of the 
public 

Object Believes it is a total waste of public 
money to amend speed limits that are 
safe for the roads as they are. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Believes that the issue on Childsbridge 
Lane will not be solved with speed limits 
but needs a bridge to separate 
pedestrian traffic from the road. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that it is an unnecessary change 
as outside peak times there is little 
traffic and it would force cars to dawdle 
along to no purpose. They would 
support a pedestrian pathway on one 
side of the bridge over the railway line 
as they feels that this would slow traffic 
approaching Seal from Kemsing and 
make it safer for pedestrians to cross 
the bridge. 

Member of the 
public 

Object Objects to removing the national limit on 
Childsbridge Lane because it won't 
solve the problem which is the railway 
bridge. Feels that the existing 30mph 
speed limit change could move closer to 
Kemsing. Thinks the railway bridge 
should be lit that it is easier to see 
pedestrians in the dark. 
Feels that the proposals will only slow 
traffic on a different part of the road 
which will frustrate people and cause 
them to drive more dangerously as they 
reach the bridge from the Kemsing side.  

Member of the 
public 

Object Feels that no evidence has been 
presented to show that the aims set out 
in the reasons are likely to be achieved 
by the order. Feels that any traffic data 
should be presented for consideration.  

Kemsing Parish Object Objects to the proposals 
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Council 
Member of the 
public 

Support Feels that the current speeds are 
dangerous and polluting 

Member of the 
public 

Support Believes it is dangerous for pedestrians 
to use the fairly narrow pavement along 
this road.  

Member of the 
public 

Support Supports proposals as it is really hard to 
cross these roads and a lower speed 
would make them safer.  

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels it is sensible to reduce the limit on 
Childsbridge Lane as children often 
walk along here and there is the narrow 
bridge at the end of it, southbound, that 
doesn't have pavement. Feels that a 
separate footbridge should be built 
there. For most of both sections there is 
only footpath on one side. 

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels that Childsbridge Lane currently 
encourages silly speeds on a short 
length of road at the national 60 mph 
limit only to entail a reduction to 30 after 
a short length of road. 

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels that this road is too fast, and there 
are now more people and children using 
this road, for school and public access 

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels that there is no reason for the 
current higher speed limits. They 
believe it is safer to have the proposed 
lower limits. Believes that the reduction 
along Childbridge Lane is better for the 
environment as it will discourage drivers 
from accelerating quickly. It will also 
prevent drivers entering Kemsing at a 
speed above 30mph where they have 
failed to slow down on time.  

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels that significant levels of speeding 
motorists in the area needs addressing. 
Believes that the Childsbridge Lane 
speed limit has always been ridiculous 
as the speeds motorists do here 
continues up into Kemsing and Pilgrims 
Way East.  

Member of the 
public 

Support Suggests that cars speed through the 
30mph because they have been doing 
NSL so slowing to 40mph will make it all 
safer 

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels it will be better for local residents 

Member of the 
public 

Support Believes it will make it safer to cycle 
here, and reduce the risk of dangerous 
crashes to pedestrians and cyclists as 
the speed limit will be reduced. 

Member of the Support Uses this route frequently with their 
children  
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public 
Member of the 
public 

Support Has a child who attends Seal Primary 
School and feels and it is incredibly 
dangerous for pedestrians walking to 
and from school  

Member of the 
public 

Support Many pedestrians and cyclists of all 
ages use this route and need to be able 
to use this road safely 

Member of the 
public 

Support Feels that reducing the speed limit 
coming southbound into Seal should 
reduce the speeding over and beyond 
the railway bridge. 

Sevenoaks Town 
Council 

Support Strongly support this initiative. 

Kent Police Comment Comment from Kent Police is as follows, 
- 
• All aspects of DfT Circular 01/2013 to 
be adhered to. Any limit introduced 
outside of this guidance may not only be 
ineffective but it may leave the Police 
with the task of carrying out 
enforcement, where previously an issue 
of excess speed did not exist. 
• Kent Police would seek that the 
legislation and advice from Traffic Signs 
Manual Chapters 3 and 5, and the 
Traffic Signs Regulations and General 
Directions 2016, is complied with. 
 
In line with the above comments, we 
would look for this limit to be appropriate 
and in the main self-enforcing. Speed 
enforcement competes with other issues 
of public concern, therefore the 
deployment of resources must be 
prioritised and this may mean that the 
enforcement of this speed limit receives 
a low priority. 

 
The main themes across the objections were that: 
 

1. A change in the speed limit is unnecessary 
2. A reduced speed limit will make the road more dangerous 
3. A reduced speed limit does not address the real safety issue at this 

location which is pedestrian safety on the railway bridge. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Our recommendation is for the board to agree to overturn the objections and 
progress the Traffic Regulation Order to reduce the speed limit on 
Childsbridge Lane to 40 mph. This is made on the grounds of helping improve 
safety by reducing vehicle speeds at the entry points to Seal and Kemsing 
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villages. This TRO proposal is intended to create a buffer zone between the 
two villages thereby encouraging lower entry speeds into Seal and Kemsing. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This report is for decision. 
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix A Consultation Deposit Documents 
 
Contact officer: 
Whitney Gwillim, Road Safety Engineering Project Manager 
Tel: 03000 418181 


